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From the Director
This has been an event-packed year
from my perspective. There have been the
usual activities associated with the hiring
of new faculty and the retirement of others. Faculty/student performances and
scholarly pursuits were at the normal highintensity pace. In addition to other routine
happenings (master classes, workshops
and guest recitals), we also were engaged
in a number of special studies involving
the School of Music. These studies resulted in enthusiastic and uniform endorsements of our mission and recommendations for future enhancement - clearly
new "highs" for the School. Alas, the year
also brought a "low" as well: the death of
veteran voice faculty member Caryl Becker. Separate stories covering Professor
Becker's death and other School of Music
activities are to be found inside this edition of Music at Northern Iowa. I shall
recount some of the details below about
the special studies and possible enhancement for the School.

Graduate Consultancy
A couple of years ago, the Board of
Regents engaged an accounting firm to
undertake a comprehensive audit of the
Regents universities. One purpose of the
audit was to identify possible unnecessary
program duplication. As a result of the
audit, some pruning and fine-tuning of
programs occurred on the three campuses.
As part of their final report, the auditors
also recommended the Regents look more
closely at several particular disciplines.
Graduate music, now in place only at UNI
and the University of Iowa, was one of
those programs targeted for special review.
It was determined that this review would
occur in September of 1989. Special consultants were hired: Robert Glidden, dean
of the School of Music, Florida State University; and William Moody, director of
the School of Music, University of South
Carolina. Self-study reports were prepared
and mailed to the consultants; an on-site
visit followed.
As a result of their review, the consultants not only concluded that program
duplication was non-existent, they even

suggested UNI consider adding two
degrees. The degrees, a doctorate in
music education and a master's degree in
jazz and commercial music, would be
consistent with our mission and demonstrated strengths. They also praised the
quality of the student body, faculty and
music administration. Needless to say, we
were pleased with the consultants' report.
Concomitant with the graduate consultancy was the on-campus review of all
graduate programs by a special Graduate
Col lege Task Force. This committee
referred to the School of Music as: "a sterling example of music education in all its
varied aspects: history, performance, theory, band, orchestra, ensemble, studio,
jazz, etc. Its jazz bands have traveled,
performed and competed nationally and
abroad - with much acclaim . Its music
theatre and other recitals, concerts and
music festivals enhance the lives of all
audiences and participants, not just on
campus but throughout the community metropolitan and state - and reinforce the
interrelationships between strong
undergraduate and graduate enterprises.
Similarly, its preparation of music teachers
for public and private schools, at all levels, is indispensable."
We could not have said it better ourselves.

NASM Visit
Northern Iowa's School of Music has
been a member in good standing of the
National Association of Schools of Music
since 1942. Regular visits to the campus
by the Association are part of the reac creditation process. Our most recent visit
occurred on March 6-8, 1990. Robert
Glidden, who had been selected for this ·
visit prior to being engaged as a special
graduate consultant last fall, was joined
this time by Dennis Monk, director of the
School of Music, University of Alabama.
All aspects of our music program were
reviewed by the NASM consultants. Their
report extolled the faculty for their "good
teaching , good performance " while
acknowledging the "several who are
impressive scholars as well." Also lauded

were an "attentive and concerned central
administration . . ., library holdings ... ,
[and the) organization . .. and leadership
of the di rector."
As for concerns, the NASM visitors
noted our crowded facilities and "poor
acoustical environment in many places."
They therefore recommended we "seriously consider proposing the building of a
complete new facility for music in conjunction with the new perform ing arts center."
Among other items mentioned were the
future need for new faculty efforts in graduate music education (a top priority),
vocal coaching (already addressed for
1990-91 ), cello (after the conclusion of the
Montclaire String Quartet residency), electronic technology and an assistant director
of the Schoo l . Additional secretarial
efforts also were supported.
The NASM visitors concluded that the
UNI School of Music program "has the
potential to blossom" given proper support
levels.

Strategic Plan
A few years ago, academ ic units were
expected to develop long-range plans.
These were popular in the days when program growth was a norm and additional
financial resources were assumed. Today,
however, hard choices await academic
administrators: do better with less, get a
bigger bang for your bucks, target your
resources - these are the current buzz
phrases. Enter strategic planning, a concept that signals a new approach to decision making for the future. When a university develops a strategic plan, it already
has concluded it cannot be all things to all
people (or academic departments, in this
context). Rather, it is committed to taking
a stand on those programs wh ich should
be enhanced, continued at more or less
present levels of support or slated for
downsizing or phase-out. I am happy to
report that after thorough study by a special all-University Strategic Planning Committee, the School of Music was one of
only a select number of academic pro-
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grams to be recommended for enhancement.
As part of the University-wide process,
we developed our own strategic plan, the
major components of w hi ch are as follows:

School of Music Strategic Plan
Goal No. 1:
Assist the University in its attempts to
achieve academic distinctiveness and
enhance its institutional reputation.
Objective A: Strengthen already widelyrenowned and distinctive UNI School of
Music performance ensembles and related
programs (especially jazz and wind/ perFussion areas).
Objective B: Build on the School of
Music's reputation for excellence in music
teacher preparation (add the doctorate in
music education; also, perhaps, a master's
degree in pedagogy).
Objective C : Impro ve vocal / choral,
opera/ music theatre and orc hestra programs to regional or national prominence.
Goal No. 2:
Create better environments for the performing arts in the public .venue.
Objective A: Build a new performing arts
center.
Objective B: Renovate Russell Hall Auditorium (or include a new music building
as part of the performing arts center) .
Goal No. 3:
Enhance the School of Music's ability to
fulfill its academic and instructional missions.
Objective A : Construct an addition to
Russell Hall.
Objective B: Renovate the Choral Room
to make it accessible to the handicapped
and to reduce mechanical noise and
improve acoustics.
Note : Both of these objectives could be
met if a new music building is rea lized .
Goal No. 4:
Address recommendations of faculty, students and National Association of Schools
of Music for improved support services.
Objective A: Provide co ntinuity in the
area of freshman advisi ng.
Objective B: Provide admi ni strative assistance to the Director of the School in
areas of academic scheduling and facilities management to allow more time for
fund raising, alumni development and
planning.
Objective C: Provide administ rative
efforts in the areas of concert production
and festivals/tour coordination .
Strategic planning is an ongoing process. We will be expected to update our
plan annua lly as we continue to build on
our strengths and achieve a focus of our
efforts.
Other Appraisals
During this past year, other accolades
were bestowed on the School of Music. In

the 1989-90 University Bulletin, President
Constanti ne Cu rri s stated that Northern
Iowa continues to be a leader "in the
fields of education and business" while
offering "other strong programs - from the
sciences to music." The Des Moines Register recently referred to UNI as boasting a
" music program . . . well known for its
excellence." We also are grateful for these
words of encouragement.

New Performing Arts Center: An Update
As this is being written, University officials have just delivered a proposal for a
lead gift for a fu nd-ra ising campaign on
behalf of a Performing Arts Center at
Northern Iowa . Additional funding support would come from the state and other
private sources, under a plan being developed on campus. The total projected cost
- $15 million - is the amount needed to
build a first-class 1500 seat faci lity on the
camp us. Future beneficiaries of such a
facil ity would be the School of Music, the
UNI Artists and Chamber Music Series, the
Waterloo/Cedar Falls Symphony Orchestra, Metropolitan Chora le and other area
performing organizations . Once a lead
gift for this project of $2-5 million materializes, we are optimistic that the fund-raising campaign fo r the remainder of funds
needed fo r the project would be kicked
into high gear. Several alumni and friends
of the School of Music are involved integra ll y in delicate but aggressive advocacy
o n behalf of this project. We hope to
report dramatic progress soon.
Of specia l interest is the fact that the
NASM vis itors, taking note of ou r crowded
and in some cases inadequate quarters in
Russell Hall, recommended we consider
building a new music building in conjunction with the Performing Arts Center. Such
a proposal now has been made to top
University officials who fou nd the concept
"intrigui ng." Space needs on campus are
at a premium at present. The thought that
Ru ssell Hall might be converted to other
uses after we moved to a new and presumably more suitable faci lity seemed to
strike a responsive chord . We' ll have to
see how this idea takes hold.
International Connections
A major component of the University's
Strategic Plan is to improve stude nt and
faculty awa reness of international developments . Being an insular campus - in
the middle of a large coun try, not bordered by another nation and fairly si ngle
dimensional in terms of our cultural focus
- it is important that our UNI students
have a conti nual opportunity to experi ence other cu ltures. There are different
means of ac hi eving that goal. We are
attempting to be active on as many fronts
simultaneously as possible.
This fall we will accept our first student
from Ru ssia, a graduat e pianist from

Leningrad who is interested in learning
more about music teaching methodology.
The School of Music also has enrolled a
representative number of students from
other countries over the past years: Japan,
Korea , Taiwan , the Philippines, Costa
Rica, Panama and Greece, among others.
. Cross-cu ltural exchanges and the building
of lasting friendships for all concerned
have been the byproducts of these enriching experi ences.
Faculty involvements in other countries
recent ly have included those by pianist
Howard Aibel who has toured the Far East
five or six times. The International Trio
had a performance tour in England and
Belgium. Flutist Angeleita Floyd has represented the National Flute Association in
both Russia and Peru. Marilou Kratzenstein, organist and music historian, was
involved with a performance tour and
advanced study in Scandinavia and East
Germany. UNI Wind Symphony Conductor Ronald Johnson was a guest conductor
in The Netherlands. William Ferrara,
director of UNI Lyric Theatre , studied
opera coachin g at Dresden and East
Berlin. Music historian David Buch
researched Mozart operas in European
libraries. And yours truly investi gated
music at cathedrals and uni versit ies in
England.
O ur student ensembles also have been
more active abroad . The Varsity Men 's
Glee Club has toured to Austria and surrounding countries every other year since
1980, most recently this past March . In
the summer of 1989 , sever al of our
advanced Wind Symphony students were
part of an international wind ensemb le
conference in The Netherlands.
As a result of the special studies and
reviews discussed above , we now feel
well prepared for the future. Hi gh-quality
faculty, students and pro grams are in
place. University support for the enhancement of the School of Music has been
pledged . A new performin g arts center
(with faci li ties for the entire music program, we hope) seems closer to being a
reality. Earlier, I listed our four goals in the
strategic plan . Actually, there is but one
goa l, which embraces all others. That is,
we aim to be one of the 10 best mediumscope (201-400 music majors) schools of
music in the nation . With the continued
encouragement and support of alumni ,
friends and the University's top administrators, this goa l is an infinitely realistic
one.

~p~4l.~
Ronald D. Ross
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Northern Iowa stars shine bright
UNI mu sic st ud ents won num erou s
prizes in sta te and reg ion al audition s,
compe tition s and festivals. Several stu dents and ensembl es took first pl ace, confi rmin g th e quality of teac hin g at th e
Northern Iowa School of Mu sic.
Pi ani st Maximillan Anti g, a gradu ate
stud ent at the UN I School of Music, was
the first prize winner in th e 1989 J. Earl
Lee Pi ano Co mpetition . Antig currentl y
st udi es with UNI Professor of Piano
Howa rd Aibel. Th e contest was held at
Augustana Co ll ege in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota.
Before winning th e $1 ,000 first prize,
Anti g competed with 15 other pi ani sts
from colleges, conservatori es and universiti es in Minnesota, Iowa, Ohio, Tennessee,
Mi ssouri, M aryland, South Dakota, North
Dakota and Kansas. Of th e 15, three were
chose n to be finalists in th e fifth annu al
competiti on rec ital.
Anti g also rece ntly won first pla ce in
the gradu ate pi ano ca tegory of th e 1990
Schubert Club Scholarship Competiti o n,
held in St. Paul , Minnesota. Antig competed in th e fina ls with eight other pianists
from midwestern co ll eges and universities.
In addition to a $1 ,000 cash prize, he performed on the winners rec ital and attended th e awards ceremony which took place
last May at th e M cKnight Theatre of the

Ordway Mu sic Th ea tre in downtown St.
Paul.
Fluti st D ea nna H ahn and c larin eti st
Libby Lynskey were th e co ll ege divi sion
winners in the Fort Dod ge Symphony
Young Artist Auditions . Of the 12 entrants
in th eir division, only Hahn and Lynskey
were c ho se n to perform with th e Fort
Dodge Symphony last April.
Hahn studies with fac u l ty fluti st
An ge leita Floyd . A senior music education stud ent, she performs in th e Wind
Symphony, Symphony Orchestra, Chamber Wind s and Flute Choir at North ern
Iowa. Fa culty pianist with Hahn at th e
auditions was M ari ela M ath eson. Hahn is
the daughter of Rob ert H ahn and D ee
Love of Belmond .
Senior Libby Lynskey studi es with Assoc iate Professo r of Clarin et Jac k Graham .
She is completing th e requirements for the
Bachelor of Mu sic degree in performance.
Ensemb les in which Lyn skey perform s at
UNI are the Wind Symphony, Symphony
Orchestra and Chamber Wind s. M arl eta
M atheson was also pi ani st with Lynskey at
the auditions. Lynskey is th e daughter of
Donald Jr. and Katherine Lynskey of Musca tin e.
At the 32 nd Annual Notre Dame Co ll egiate Jazz Festival , the UNI Jazz Band I,
directed by Robe rt W ash ut, received an

Outstanding Performan ce Award . Held
Marc h 30 and 3 1, only five ense mbl e
prizes were awarded at the Festival. Three
outstanding performanc e awards went to
bi g band s and two outstanding perfor mance awa rd s were given to co mbos .
The Fest ival was held on the ca mpu s of
the University of Notre D ame in South
Bend , Indiana . I n addition, Sc ott
Chidester, drummer with Jazz I, rece ived
an individu al Outstanding Performan ce
Award. He is the son of Bru ce and Karen
Chidester of Cedar Fall s.
Jazz ensembl es th at were invited to
participate in th e Festival on the basi s of
aud ition tapes represe nted the states of
Indiana, Illinoi s, Massachusetts, New York,
Kansas, Kentucky, Texas and Mi chigan .
Whil e atte ndin g th e University of
Nebraska at Lincoln, Elizabeth de Grazia
won first p lace in the Junior Women 's
Divi sion and John Hagen (B.M . ' 87) won
first pl ace in th e Graduate Men 's Division
at the Nebraska auditions of the National
Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS).
Hagen went on to also take first place in
th e NATS Western Region auditions. Both
have since tran sferred to Northern Iowa to
compl ete th eir studi es with faculty voice
teacher Leslie Morga n.

*
Deanna Hahn

Maximillan Antig

*

*

Scott Chidester

Elizabeth de Grazia

4
Celebrating 40 spectacular years of jazz at Northern
{Editor's Note: Special thanks to Robert
Washut, director of jazz studies at UNI,
for writing this article.]
The 40th ann iversary of "Si nfonian
Dimensions in Jazz" was celebrated at the
UNI School of Music on Friday and Saturday, this last February 16 and 17. A bit of
history: On February 28, 1951, 39 years
ago this past February, the members of
Beta Nu Chapter of Phi Mu Alpha Si nfonia
professiona l music fraternity presented the
first modern jazz concert at the then Iowa
State Teachers Co ll ege. Billed as JATC
Uazz at the Commons), the event proved
so successfu l that a second concert was
staged just a few months later. These concerts were organized, promoted and
financed entirely by students. With two
concerts the first yea r and one concert
each succeeding year, 1990 marks the
40th ann ive rsary of what has become
known as the Sinfonian Dimensions in
Jazz concerts. When the SD IJ concerts
spawned the annual Tallcorn Jazz Festival
in 1955, the UNI School of Music introduced what has become the oldest high
school jazz band competition in the country. Sinfon ian Dimensions in Jazz and the
Tallcorn Jazz Festival represent one of the
richest legacies of collegiate jazz in America.
With assistance provided by a generous
gift from the Frances M . Dows and Sutherland C. Dows Trust, several distinguished
UNI jazz alumni were invited back to
serve as adjudicators for the 35th Tallcorn
Jazz Festiva l and as guest so loi sts with
UNI Jazz Band I. Most notable perhaps
was James Coffin (B.A. ' 52; M .A. '64), the
" father" of UNI jazz who is well known
for his lack of a sense of humor. A member of the very first JATC band, Coffin went
on to become the first official director of
jazz bands at UNI in 1964 and established
the jazz program at the national level .
Larry Mattox (B.A. '55 , M.A. '62), who
performed in numerous SDIJ concerts, also
served as an adjud icato r. The guest
soloists with Jazz Band I on Friday night's
concert were pianist Jeff Hellmer (B.M.
'81 ), trumpeters Jim Linahon (B.A. '73)
and John Harbaugh (B.A. '75), saxophonist Mark Henderson (attended UNI) and
trombonist Jeff Tower (B.A. '75). In addition, Stan Bock (M.A. '75), Chuck Mandernach (B .A . ' 59) and Hilliard Greene
(attended UNI) served as guest clinicians
during the two-day affair.
The celebration culm inated with Saturday night's festivities. A rousing performance by Windsong, a group led by facul-

The birth of jazz at Northern Iowa: the first Jazz at the Commons concert, February 28,
1951.
ty member Tom Barry, opened the
concert. Windsong has utilized several UNI jazz alumni since its inception in 1976 and consisted of
Hellmer, Chuck .Chihak (M.A. '74),
Paul Clark (B .A. '72), Paul Ahrens
(B.T., Technology ' 72), Mark Ellis
(B.A., English '69) and Steve Mark
(B.M. '79). The first half of the concert concl uded with a performance
by UN I Jazz Band I. During intermission, the audience was treated to
a handsome display of SDIJ nostalgia, fastidiously assembled by faculty member Jon Hansen (B.A. ' 61 ,
M.A. ' 65). Items showcased in the
display were memorabil ia and photos from several of the early concerts.
After intermission, a distin guished 1950s Jazz Band, coordinated by Hansen, took the stage. Several performers in the band, some
still actively playing, were members
of th e original 195 1 JATC band ,
in c ludin g conducto r Bob Shafer
Some of the members of the first Jazz at the Com(B.A. '51, M .A. '65), Reggie Schive
mons UATC) concert: front: Elly Leslie Middle:
(B.A. '52), Milt Mikesh (B.A. ' 51 ,
(l-r) Milt Mikesh, James Coffin, Ed Melichar,
M .A. '55), Roger Maxwell (B.A. ' 54),
Roger Maxwell Back: Reggie Schive, Dean
Dean Olson (B.A. ' 52), Coffin and
O lson, Dick Klahn, Bob Shafer
vocalist Elly Leslie (B.A. '52). Other
original JATC members in atten dance at the concert were Dick
M.A. ' 64), Tom Manley (B.A. '63), Jim SelKlahn (B.A. ' 51) and Ed Melichar (B.A.
land (Drake grad!), Dave Richardson (B.A.
'51) . The remaining members of the "Ger'62), John Bartling (B.A., German '64) and
itol Set," as Coffi n lovingly christened the
longtime UN I School of Music facu lty
band, were Hansen, M attox, M andernach,
member Don Wendt (M.A. ' 58). DesigP. J. M elichar (attended UNI), Dick Wright
nated " ringers" who filled out the remain(B.A. '63, M .A. '64), Norm Egli (B.A. ' 56,
ing instrumentation were Randy Grabows-
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JATC 1951
Saxes
Warren Hatfield
Ed Melichar
Phil Sehman*
Reggie Schive
Bob Shafer

ki , current UNI trumpet professor, Bob Dunn (B.A . '82) and
Steve Citta (B .M. ' 84).
Perhaps to its aston ishment
and delight, the band successTrumpets
fully negotiated a four-tune set
Dick Geuder
that included Who 's Sorry
Dave Kennedy*
Now? and I Wish You Love,
Bill Kloster (horn)*
the latter featuring the lovely
Milt Mikesh
voice of Elly Leslie . One of the
Norman Stafford
highlights of the set was the
Terry Stilley
" red hot " trumpet so lo by
" Stormin "' Norm Egli on
Trombones
Undecided. Upon the concluPaul DeKock
sion of their performance , a
Vi nee McCowen
courier was se nt to notify the
Roger M axwell
paramedics from Sartori hosp iDean Olson
tal, who were stationed immeThe 1950's Alumni Jazz Band, Jon Hansen, coordinator Conductor: Bob
diately in back of Ru ssell Hall,
Shafer Saxes: (l-r) P. J. M elichar, Reggie Schive, Larry Mattox, Dick Wright,
Rh ythm
that their services would, fortu Don Wendt Trombones: Dean Olson, John Nielsen, Jon Hansen, Chuck
Dick Klahn, piano
M andernach, Dave Richardson (not pictured), Roger Maxwell (not picnately, not be needed after al l!
Bob Upton, bass
tured) Trumpets: Norm Egli, Jim Se/land, Randy Grabowski, Milt Mikesh,
When the smoke h ad
James Coffin, drums
cleared from the " old-timers"
Tom Manley Rhythm: John Bartling, piano; James Coffin, drums; Steve
set , a band compr i se d of
Citta, bass; Bob Dunn, guitar (not pictured)
Vocal Soloist
1960s-1980s Jazz Band AlumSonia Scho ll Wilson
ited by these veterans of the UNI jazz promany and in c lud ed so me
ni took the stage. Under the
gram during th e brief rehearsa ls and at the
" nasty" plunger-muted trumsta id and taciturn direction of
Vocal Group
reception.
pet work by Naylor. Gause
Coffin , the powerhouse band,
Elly Leslie
I wou ld like to take th is opportunity to
and " Pooper " Sorenson
much to the delight of the
Liz Moment*
courtesy
ived
rev
eve ryon e who made the effo rt to
name
ck
thank
(ni
overfl ow crowd, proceeded to
James Coffin
return for the ce leb ration of thi s 40th
of Coffin) cranked out a cute
blow the roof off Russell Hall
Di ck Geuder
anniversary of SDI). It gives me pride to
trumpet/ trombone duet on
Auditorium. With a nu clea r
Bill Kloster*
be a part of this great tradition , and I conD o You Know What It
reactor trumpet sect ion that
sider it an honor to be charged with the
Means to Mi ss N ew
included , at different ti mes ,
Orleans? Jones, Harbau gh
Planning and Publicity
responsibility of upho lding that whi ch has
Linahon , H arb aug h, C l ark ,
and Lin ahon di spl aye d
Pat Samson*
been created. The pioneers of this tradi Steve Jon es (B.A. '7 1 ), Doug
tion , those musicians from th e ' 50s,
some outstanding lead trumSorenson (B.A. '72), Al Naylor
(*deceased)
de se rve a spec ial re cog nition for th ei r
pet playing. Infec tiou s
(B.M. '78) , Dav e Ri ch (B .M.
efforts in th e face of adversity. They, along
grooves emanated from th e
'77), Dan Barth (B.M . '86) and
with tho se who fo l lowed, represent 40
rh y thm sec tion . And, of
Tro y Thomp son (c urrent UNI
years of jazz at the University of Northern
course, Coffi n peppered the performance
graduate student), the band roared through
Iowa.
with a good dose of witty anecdotes and
a set that featured seve ral o utstandin g
And , although this event was a ce lebra asides, a trademark of hi s legacy at UNI.
so loi sts. The rhythm sect ion, stoked by
tion of th e 40th SD IJ co nce rt, the 40th
Marked by a coa lescence of nostal gia
drummers Pete Simonson (B.A. '83), Dan
year anniversary of jazz at UNI wil l occur
and sp irited jazz, the spec ial evening was
Hummel (B.A. '77) and cu rrent UNI pernext February. In recognition of thi s auspicapped off with a reception held, fittingly,
cussion professor Randy Hogancamp (B.A.
c iou s occasion, th e UNI Foundation
in the Common s bal lroom, the site of the
'70), included pi ani sts Hellmer and Terry
recently has launched a "40/40" ca mpaign
very first concert. Thou gh a jam session
Kroese (B .A . '75, M .A. '84), bassist Greene
to raise a $40,000 endowment. In honor
was includ ed as part of th e festivities ,
and guitari st Dunn . With notable saxoof th e 40th anniversa ry of Northern Iowa
almost everyone seemed content to utilize
phone so los co ntributed by Henderson ,
jazz, the endowm ent will ensure future
the opportunity to revel in th e warm comBo b Byer s (B .M . '80) and M ark Tuttl e
continued support of (as I stated previouspany of friends reunited.
(attended UNI), the sax section was roundFor me, hav ing been a part of the jazz
ly) one of the ri chest legac ies of col legiate
ed out by Steve O ' Brien (B.M . '79) and
jazz in Ameri ca.
herita ge at UNI for the last 1O years, the
Mike Michalicek (B.A. '78). In addition to
A specia l celebration is being planned
opportunity to see th e pion ee rs of th e
Tower and Bock, the trombone section
for the 41 st SDI). More information on
grea t trad iti o n ga ther to gether after all
inc lud ed Lee G ause (B. M . '73) , Mike
that eve nt or information rega rdin g jazz
th ese years was truly remarkable. MoreShort (B.A. ' 75 , M.M . '77), Ri ck Stendel
events at UN I may be obtained by conover, to meet and hea r some of th e pl ayers
(B.A. ' 70, M .A. '81 ), Bard Mackey (B.M .
ta cting the UN I School of Mu sic.
whose names have attained an almost leg'78 , M .M . ' 81 ), James Miller (B.M . '89)
endary statu s around UNI was a real pleaand Eric Stover (B.M . '89).
sure. I particularly enjoyed being able to
Highli ghts of thi s exciting se t were
witness the wonderful camaraderie exh ib-
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A kaleidoscope of special events enriches the Northern
The 1989-90 academic year provided
many special events which were beneficial to both students and faculty at the
Northern Iowa School of Mus ic. Workshops, master classes, guest recitals, guest
lectures, festiva ls and clinics were a few
types of activities that provided fresh perspectives, new avenues of thought and,
many times, a confirming "second opinion " to the educational p rocess of our
music students.
A compendium of special events from
this past year is listed below:

A variety of activities provided fresh per-

June 1989
65 high school students and d irectors
attended the Casavant Cava lcade of Performance Works hops - fie ld conductor
and flag corps - conducted by a team of
instructors headed by David Wells of Murray State University (Kentucky).

spectives, new avenues of thought and,
many times, a confirming "second opinion"
to the educational process of our music students.

September 1989
Barbara Butler and 'Charles Geyer,
members of the Eastman Brass Quintet and
trumpet professors at the Eastman School
of Music, presented master classes under
the auspices of the Martha-Ellen Tye Visiting Professor Fund.
Christopher Young, winner of the 1989
National Amer ican Guild of Organists
Competition, was the first guest recitalist
on the new UNI Organ Series. The UNI
Organ Series was made possible in part by
a gift from Noma Rupprich Jebe, a 1933
Northern Iowa graduate.
John Browning, world-renowned concert pianist and soloist w ith the Waterloo/Cedar Falls Symphony Orchestra, presented a master c l ass. The event was
sponsored by the Martha-Ellen Tye Visiting
Professor Fund.
October 1989
Pianists Frances and Richard Hadden, a
St. Ignace, Michigan-based duo w ho have
toured extensively to China over the past
severa l decades, presented a guest recital
and recital/lecture. The events were sponsored by a gift from Noma Rupprich Jebe
('33), a grant from the UNI Office of International Studies and the Martha-Ellen Tye
Visiting Professor Fund.
The 35th Annual Tallcorn Lyric Theatre
Festival was held in conj unction with Theatre UNl's 57th Ann ual Drama Conference.
Louis Stout, recently reti red professor of
horn at the Universi ty of M ich iga n, and
his assistant Steven Mumford presented a
guest lectu re/demonstration o n hi storica l
horns. The two hornists also performed
with the UN I Wi nd Symp ho n y. The

eve nts were sponsored by the MarthaEllen Tye Visiting Professor Fund and the
UNI College of Humanities and Fine Arts.
R. Winston Morris, member of the
Tubajazz Consort, tub i st with the Tennessee Tech Faculty Brass Qu i ntet and
professor of tuba/e uphonium at that
school, was guest tubist for Octubafest
1989.

Tubists Jerry Young from the University
of Wisconsin -Eau Claire, Scott Watson
from the University of Kansas and Skip
Gray from the University of Kentucky
joined UNI faculty tubist Jeffrey Funderburk to perform as the New American
Tuba Quartet for Octubafest 1989.
Nora Sands, genera l director of the
American Institute of Musical Studies
(AIMS) in Dallas, Texas, met with voice
students and faculty to discuss the popular
and well-attended summer program sponsored by AIMS in Graz, Austria each summer. The meeting was sponsored by the
Martha-Ellen Tye Visiting Professor Fund .

John Engelkes (8.M. '78) was a guest
recitalist and clinician in January.

November 1989
High School Trombone Night featured
60 high school trombonists in a ha lf-time
performance with the UNI Panther Marching Band.
Organist Peggy Kelley Re i nburg
appeared on the UN I Organ Series and
represented the master teachers-rec italists

segment of the series. Reinburg is director
of Pakachoag Community Music School
and organist/director of music at Pakachoag Church, United Church of Christ in
Auburn, Massachusetts.
January 1990
Theron Strike, a successful musician
who graduated from the organ program at
Northern Iowa (M.M. ' 83), was the final of
three performers on the UNI Organ Series.
He is director of musi c and organist at
Trinity Lutheran Church in Mason City,
Iowa.
Gerhard Meinl, president of Wenzel
Meinl Brass Instrument Company (manufacturers of Meinl-Weston tubas), presented a guest clinic on the elements of brass
instrument design and construction.
UNI graduate John Engelkes (B.M. '78),
bass trombonist and assistant orchestra
personnel manager of the San Francisco
Symphony, presented a guest clin ic and
recital. The events were sponsored by the
Martha-Ellen Tye Visiting Professor Fund.
Approximately 135 students from eight
schools participated in the Northern String
Chamber Festival. The Montclaire String
Q uartet, ensemble-in-residence at the UNI
School of Music, provided lessons to quartets. Guest cl inician for the fest iva l was
Henry Charles Smith, director of orchestras at Arizona State University and music
director of the South Dakota Symphony
Orchestra. The festival was sponsored in
part by the Office of Conference and Visi tor Services.
Henry Charles Smith, former solo trombonist of the Philadelphia Orchestra, pre-
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Iowa experience
sented a master class.
Hornist Eric Ruske, a Cedar Arts Forum
artist-in-residence, presented two master
classes. He currently is active as a concert
artist and also teaches at the New England
Conservatory.

February 1990
Approximately 2 18 students from 58
Iowa and Illinois high schools participated
in the Northern Festival of Bands. Guest
band was the Cedar Falls High School
Band, conducted by James Gosnell. Guest
conductors for the festiva l were Lawrence
Harper, conductor of the Wind Ensemble
at Carroll College in Wisconsin and music
director and conductor of the Waukesha
Area Symphonic Band , and Felix
Hauswirth, professor of conducting and
wind ensembles at the Basel Conservatory
in Sw itzerl and. The festiva l was sponsored in part by the Office of Conference
and Visitor Services.
Approximate ly 1, 300 students from
Iowa and Minnesota high schools partic ipated in the 35th Annua l Tall corn Jazz
Festival. Since the Jazz Festival was held
in conjunction with the 40th anniversary
of the Sinfonian Dimensions in Jazz
Shows, adjudicators for the festival were
six distinguished UNI jazz alumni - James
Coffin (B.A. ' 52 ; M.A. '64), drums, Assistant Genera l Manager of the Drums, Guitars and Amp li fiers Division , Yamaha
Music Corporation, Anaheim, California ;
Jim Linahon (B.A. '73), trumpet, Fullerton
College, Los Angeles, California ; Jeff
Hell mer (B.M. ' 81 ), piano, Univers ity of
Texas, Austin ; Jeff Tower (B.A. '75), trombone, Hemet High School, Hemet, California ; John Harbaugh (B.A. '75), trumpet,
University of A laska, Fai rbanks; and Mark
Henderson (attended UNI), tenor saxophone, free-lance musician, Minneapolis,
Minnesota. Linahon, Hellmer, Tower, Harbaugh and Henderson performed as
soloists with UNI Jazz Band I on the Friday performance of SDIJ . On the Saturday
SDIJ, 19 members of th e 1950's Alumni
Jazz Band, coordinated by Jon Hansen
(B.A. ' 61 ; M .A . '65), performed. Soloists
were vocalist Elly Leslie (B.A. '52) and
trumpeter Norm Egli (B.A. '56; M.A. ' 64).
Some 32 UNI j azz alumni performed as
the 1960's-1980's Alumni Jazz Band, conducted by former UN I Director of Jazz
Studies James Coffin. The festival was
sponsored in part by the Office of Conference and Visitor Services and the Frances
M. Dows and Sutherland C. Dows Trust.
Free- lance New York bass player and
former UN I jazz student Hilliard Greene
presented a guest recital.

Mezzo-soprano Ca rol Kreuscher and
pianist Jessica Paul, music faculty members at Luther College, were guest performers on the Women Composers Concert. This concert, dedicated to the memory of Women Composers Project founder
Caryl Becker, also featured the Montclaire
String Quartet, the UNI Orchestra and
ot her UNI music faculty and stude nts.
The WCP is now coordinated by Rebecca
Burkhardt.
Approximately 250 students from 36
Iowa high schoo l s participated in the
Northern Iowa Vocal Arts Festival. Guest
conductor/ clinicia n for the festival was
Larry Wyatt, director of choral activities at
the University of South Carolina. The festival was sponsored in part by the Office
of Conference and Visitor Services.
Some 29 students from private stud ios
across Iowa participated in the Northern
Iowa Keyboard Festival which was conducted by the UNI keyboard faculty. The
festiva l was sponsored in part by the
Office of Conference and Visitor Services.
World-renowned jazz baritone saxophonist Nick Brignola and four accompanying musicians performed a guest recital.
The event was sponsored by the MarthaEllen Tye Visiting Professor Fund .

Adjudicators for the Third Annual UNI
Collegiate Jazz Festival were trumpeters
Paul Smoker of Cedar Rapids and Brent
Sandy (B.A. ' 81) of Des Moines and guitarist Steve Grismore and drummer Jim
Dreier, both of Iowa City. Saturday Night
Live trombon ist Steve Turre presented a
clinic at the festival and later performed
on a UNI Jazz Band I concert.

March 1990
Pianist Claude Cymerman performed
with UN I tenor Scott McCoy on a facu lty
recital.
April 1990
World-famous mezzo-soprano and
voca l pedagogue Elizabeth Mannion performed a guest recital with facu lty pianist
Gary Arvin. Mannion also presented a
master class. The Mannion rec ital and
ma_ster c lass were part of her week-long
residency at the School of Music. Arvin
was a Martha-Ellen Tye Visiting Artist-inResidence for the 1989-90 academic year.
Pianist Fred Bronstein, cellist Elizabeth
Mohr and percuss ionist Michael Paro la
appeared at UNI as Aequalis, a New York
City-based contemporary music ensemble.
Members of Aequalis gave master classes,
conducted a sem inar and provided a preview session prior to a concert during a
three-day residency. The residency was
sponsored by the M artha-Ellen Tye Visiting
Professor Fund.
M ezzo-soprano Marcia Roberts, facu lty
member at the DePauw University School
of Music and pianist El len Burmeister, faculty member at the University of Wisconsin-Mad ison School of Music, were guest
recitalists with UNI tenor Scott M cCoy on
a faculty recital.

Retired professors Emil Bock, violin, and
Russell Baum, piano, celebrated 50 years
of collaboration with a sonata recital in
the Mae Latta Hall of the Hearst Center
for the Arts in Cedar Falls. An overflow
crowd of approximately 120 people
attended the program on a beautiful Sunday afternoon this past January. Baum
and Bock p layed Sonata in G Major, Op.
30, No. 3 by Ludwig van Beethoven and
Sonata in A Major, Op. 13 by Gabriel
Faure. A review by Harvey Hess in the
Waterloo Courier extolled the
performance as "an unqualified triumph,
made all the more valuable for its binding
together an entire century of musical
excellence and maturity in the experience
of the two performers." Hess concluded
the critique by stating, " The whole experience was a vindication of Shakespeare's
line from King Lear, 'Ripeness is all." '
Baum and Bock retired from the Northern
Iowa School of Music in 1981 and 1984
respectively.
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Join the Mozart celebration at Benefit IX
1991 is the 200th anniversary of the
death of one of history's most prolific and
admired classical music composers : Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. In academe, we
function on academic year calendars ,
roughly from September through May.
Our popular Benefit Concerts have been
held in September for several years. By
September 1991 , we would probably be
among the last to commemorate the
Mozart legacy. So, we decided to jump
the gun a bit and be the first on our block
to c elebrate the Austrian composer 's
accomplishments during this commemorative year.
The theme for this year's Benefit Concert is "Mozart and Friends." It is scheduled for Friday and Saturday, September
28 and 29 at 8:00 p.m. Benefit IX will be
in two parts. " Act I" will take place in
Russell Auditorium and will feature
Mozart favorites . For " Act II," the audience will walk or be transported across
campus to the new Maucker Union Addition. Before the second half begins, a gala
champagne reception will take place in
the lobby adjacent to the Addition. With
cabaret seating in the Addition, a Boston
Pops atmosphere will prevail for a second
half of music of a lighter fare - the " and
Friends" part of the evening.
For the Mozart portion of the concert,
we have chosen some of the popular composer's most familiar and endearing music.
Much of the music was featured in the
1984 best picture movie Amadeus. There
wi II be excerpts from the opera The
Magic Flute; two movements from Eine
Kleine Nachtmusik; the " theme" from

After this publicity picture for Benefit Concert VIII appeared in the Waterloo Courier, local
residents (especially children) would point at the mad professor Thomas Tritle when he
was in public and yell, "There he is!" Tritle conducted P. 0. Q. Bach's Grand Serenade
for an Awful Lot of Winds and Percussion on Benefit Concert VIII. Benefit Concert IX is
scheduled for Friciay and Saturday, September 28 and 29.
Piano Concerto No. 21 , " Elvira Madigan" ;
and excerpts from the Requiem; among
others.
It is hoped that many of our music
alumni and friends of the School will be
able to attend the ninth annual " running"
of this event. Tickets, at $15 each, may be
ordered by mail until Friday, September
21. For a ticket order form, call toll free in

Iowa 1-800-535-31 71 or 319-273-2025 or
write to the School of Music. After
September 21 , phone orders only will be
accepted. Special Donor categories, anywhere from $25 to $1 ,000 and higher, also
are available for those who wish to make
a greater contribution to the Music Schol arship Fund.

Montclaire Quartet concludes busy residency
We are amazed that one group of musicians has been so active in such a short
space of time. The Montclaire String
Quartet, which was engaged in a residency at the Northern Iowa School of Music
during the past year, undertook two
national tours during the first semester.
Concerts were performed in West Virginia,
Ohio, Michigan, New Jersey, North Carolina, Georgia, South Carolina and Alabama
last October. Highlighted by a Kennedy
Center Debut in Washington , D .C. on
November 8, other concerts that month
were given in Pennsylvania, Tennessee
and North Carolina. A tour last spring
took them to San Diego and Pasadena,
California.

Back on campus, they gave three full length quartet recitals, one each in October, February and April. They also assisted
or were featured artists on several dozen
additional programs, both in Russell Hall
(including our well-known Women Composers Project Concert in February) and in
the community.
The Quartet was selected by Musical
America as one of the " young talents to
watch." It won first prize in both the 41 st
annual Coleman Chamber Ensemble Competition in Pasadena and the Chamber
Music Society of Monterey Peninsula
Competition in Carmel , California. In
1989, they were winners of the prize for
best performance of a contemporary com-

position at the 14th International Strin g
Quartet Competition in Evian, France.
Montclaire ' s residency at Northern
Iowa was a co-sponsorship involving the
School of Music, the Waterloo/Cedar Falls
Symphony Orchestra, the R. J. McElroy
Trust and several local private donors .
The R. J. McElroy Trust is a Waterloo ,
Iowa-based foundation which frequently
supports educational programs. Their
grant in this case underwrote appearances
by the Quartet in public schools and
retirement homes in northeast Iowa.
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Faculty Activities
In addition to activities on the Northern
Iowa campus and in the Waterloo/Cedar Falls
Metropol itan area, facu lty members at the
School of Music frequently are involved with
outside presentations. These occur both in and
out of state and sometimes outside the United
States. Here is the "roundup" of this year's outside activities:
Howard Aibel, professor of piano, was a
piano soloist with the Fort Collins (Colorado)
Symphony Orchestra and the Tulsa (Oklahoma)
Philharmonic Chamber Orchestra. As pianist
with The Internationa l Trio, he performed in
Des Moines, Iowa City (broadcast on KUNI)
and for Iowa Public Television. Aibel presented
master classes at Colorado State University and
at the Juilliard School. He also was interviewed
on WNCN-FM in New York and on KWGS-FM
in Tu lsa.
Gary Arvin, Martha-Ellen Tye artist-in-residence, presented a lecture and was a guest
recitalist at Iowa State University. He made his
Carnegie Hall debut recital with mezzo-soprano
Julie Simson with whom he also performed in
Houston. Arvin taught at the University of California-Santa Barbara last summer. Featured in
Visions (ISU alumni publicati on), he also was
interviewed on WQXR in New York.
Tom Barry, assistant professor of oboe and
saxophone, presented concert/c lin ics at the
Mason City, Algona, Grinnell and Dike High
Schools and at Upper Iowa Un iversity as a
member of the Northwind Quintet. He was a
saxophonist for the Variety Club Telethon in
Cedar Rapids and was a saxophone soloist with
the Mason City High School Jazz Band.
Mary Beckman, professor of harp and theory, presented a master class at the Edwards Fine
Arts Academy in Des Moines and gave a presentatio n at the National Conference of the
American Harp Society.
David Buch, assistant professor of music history, had articles published in The Opera Journal, The Journal of the Lute Society of America
and Imago Musicae. He was an edi tor for
Recent Researches of the Baroque Era and presented a paper at the National Meeting of the
American Musicological Society in Austin,
Texas.
Rebecca Burkhardt, instructor of theory, was
music director for the UNI Lyric Theatre performance of Masque of the Red Death on Iowa
Public Television. She was assistant conductor
of the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra and was
conductor of the Dubuque Youth Symphony for
two performances.
Burkhardt was a
clinician/recruiter at Iowa City, Dubuque, Marshalltown and Des Moines schools. A guest
conductor and clinician in New Hampton, she
also was an adjudicator in Cedar Rapids.
Robert Byrnes directed the UNI Varsity
Men's Glee Club on a concert tour of West Germany, Austria and Italy. The Glee Club also
performed at high schools in Council Bluffs
and, after auditioning, on the concert series at
the Cathedral of St. Cecilia in Omaha. Two of
his ca rillon compositions were performed at the
annual meeting of the Gui ld of Cari llonneurs in
North America at Albany, New York . He

played five carillo n co ncerts in Wisconsin,
Pennsylvania and Washington, DC.
Bruce Chamberlain, associate professor of
choral music, was a guest conductor/clin icia n
in Murray and Madisonville, Kentucky; Cinci nnati, Ohio; and Sumner, Iowa. As pianist with
the Chamberlain/Black/Snead (CBS) Trio, he
performed at Murray State, Northeast Louisiana
and Mississippi State Universities and at the
University of Alabama . Chamberlain gave a
chora l workshop/cl inic at Louisiana Tech University and presented a paper at the New Music
and Art Conference at Bowling Green State
University. He was a cl inician/visitor at the
Waverly-Shell Rock, Clear Lake, Charles City,
Independence, Denver, West Marshall, South
Tama and Tripoli High Schools. At the National
Choral Contest in Virginia Beach, Virginia,
Chamberlain was an adjudicator.
Bruce Chidester, assistant professor of trumpet, performed with the Northern Brass Quintet
at Iowa Falls and Cresco. The ensemble also
presented concert/clinics at Hampton and Decorah. He directed the UNI Bearcats for the Des
Moines Legislative Night.
Robert Dean, adjunct instructor of instrumental music education, was involved with outreach activities at schools in Durant, Osage,
Bettendorf, Dubuque, Clarinda, Van Horne,
Thompson, Fort Madison and Clinton. He

lecture/demonstration at the Upper Midwest
Flute Association Festival at the Uni versity of
Minnesota. For the Iowa Bandmasters Association (IBA) Convention in Des Moines, Floyd was
a clinician. She was a performer and recitalist
for the Charlotte Oratorio Singers and Chamber
Music Festiva l at Wildacres, North Carolina.
For the National Flute Association Convention
in New Orleans, she was a presenter and a performer.
Jeffrey Funderburk, taught at the Illinois
Summer Youth Music Camp in Urbana. He was
principal tubist with the Northern Brass Quintet
(see Chidester), the Cedar Rapids Symphony
Orchestra and the Cedar Rapids Brass Quintet.
As a tubist with the New American Tuba Quartet, he performed at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, the regional Tubists Universal
Brotherhood Association (TUBA) Conference at
the University of Kentucky, schools in central
Kentucky and on public radio in Lexington.
Funderburk was a guest artist/clinician at the
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, at Perry
Tuba Day and at the aforementioned TUBA
Conference. An article by him was published
in BandWorld Magazine.
Joyce Gault, professor of piano, was an
adjudicator for the National Guild of Piano
Teachers col lege student auditions at Wartburg
College and for the Iowa Music Teachers Asso-

Faculty share their talents across the country
through recitals, lectures and published works.
chaired the research and writing of An Administrator's Guide to Curriculum for Music Education. Dean presented major addresses on the
guide and the status of instrumental music education at the North American Band Directors
Coordinating Congress in Chicago, the American Band Directors Association National Convention at the University of Illinois and the
American School Band Directors Association
National Convention in Honolulu .
William Ferrara, assista nt professor and
director of opera/music theatre, conceived and
directed a new opera, The Masque of the Red
Death, which he red irected and coordinated for
the Iowa Public Television production.
Angeleita Floyd, assistant professor of flute,
performed with the Northwind Quintet (see
Barry). She was principal flute for the Des
Moines Ballet Orchestra production of The
Nutcracker. Floyd was soloist with the Grinnell
High School Band and the United Township
High School Symphonic Band. She had articles
published in the National Association of College Wind and Percussion Instructors Journal,
The Flutist Quarterl y and the Emerson Flute
Forum. She was an adjudicator for the All-State
Auditions at Iowa City, a conductor of the Iowa
Flute Festival High School Honors Choir at the
University of Iowa, a cl inician at United Township and Bettendorf High Schools and gave a

ciation (IM TA) District Piano Auditions at
Grandview College in Des Moines, at the University of Dubuque and at Fort Dodge. She also
was an adjudicator for the Biennial Adult Artist
Competition of the Southeast Iowa Symphony
Orchestra at th e Iowa Wesleyan Co llege in
Mount Pleasant.
Randy Grabowski, assistant p rofessor of
trumpet, was principal trumpet with the Northern Brass Quintet (see Chidester) and with the
Cedar Rapids Brass Quintet. He played trumpet
for an event in Iowa Falls and for numerous
events in Cedar Rapids. He was a trumpet
soloist at Eldora-New Providence High School.
Reviews and articles written by Grabowski were
published in the International Trumpet Guild
Journal and the Iowa Bandmaster. At the IBA
Convention in Des Moines, he presented a
trumpet clinic.
Jack Graham, associate professor of clarinet,
was principa l clarinet, chamber music clarinetist and chamber music coordi nator at the
New Hampshire Music Festival. He also was
clarinetist with the Northwind Quintet (see
Barry).
Frederick Halgedahl, assistant professor of
violin, was violinist/violist and a violin soloist at
the New Hampshire Music Festival. With the
Des Moines Symphony Orchestra, he was guest
concertmaster and soloist. He presented a joint
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paper at the American Acoustica l So c iety
National Convention in St. Louis.
Jon Hansen, associate professor of trombone, was trombonist with the Northern Brass
Quintet (see Chidester).
Sharon Hansen, assistant professor of choral
music, presented a seminar at Drake University
in Des Moines. She was a guest conductor at
the American Guild of English Handbell Ringers
Regional Convention at Holland, Michigan. For
choral festivals, Hansen was guest conductor at
Jewell, Earl ham, Indianola, Council Bluffs and
Adel, Iowa and at Chicago. She was pianist for
Iowa Choral Directors Association (ICDA) symposiums in Mason City and at Iowa State University. As a soprano soloist, Hansen sang at
the ICDA Summer Symposium. A number of
her reviews were published in The Choral Journal. Hansen was a guest clinician/ recruiter with
the Ames, Boone, Urbandale, Lewis Central,
Valley, Ottumwa and Ankeny Concert Choirs.
She was an adjudicator in Iowa City, West Des
Moines and Cedar Rapids, Iowa ; Lin co ln ,
Nebraska; and Kansas City, Missouri.
Julie Fox Henson, violin, Montclaire String
Quartet-in-Residence (see article elsewhere in
this issue).
Randy Hogancamp, assistant professor of
percussion, gave percussion clinics and directed
the UNI Percussion/Marimqa/Pan Ensembles for
the Iowa Percussive Arts Society at Coe College
in Cedar Rapids and for the IBA in Des Moines.
He also presented a percussion cl inic for the
All-State Sectional Rehearsal in Des Moines.
John Holstad, associate professor of piano,
was pianist with soloists at the National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS) Regional
Competition in Iowa City and at the Women's
A ssoc iation of the Minnesota Symph o ny
Orchestra (WAMSO) Competition in Minneapolis. For the IMTA, he was an adjudicator at
Dubuque, Fort Dodge and Waverly.
Kathryn Hudson, violin, Montclaire String
Quartet-in-Residence (see article elsewhere in
this issue).
Patricia Hughes, assistant professor of music
education, gave a presentation for the Arrowhea d Area Educa tion Agency (AEA) in Fort
Dodge and was a research consultant panel
member for the American Orff Schulwerk Association National Conference in Atlanta.
Lathon Jernigan, associate professor of theory, presented a lecture to high school theory
classes in Center Point and Marshal ltown, Iowa.
Rona ld Johnson , associa te professor of
instrumental music, was the princ ipal guest
conducto r of the California State UniversityNorthridge Wind Ensemble European Tour with
performances in Switzerland (also a conducting
symposium), Italy, W est Germany (a l so a
recording), Luxembourg and The Netherlands.
He was guest conductor of the North Central
Iowa Bandmasters Association (NCIBA) Honor
Band in Mason City and gave a conducting
clinic at the IBA Convention in Des Moines.
Iowa recru iting visits were made to Corydon,
Moravia, Moulton, La Porte City, Cedar Rapids
and M arion .
Marilou Kratz enstein, professor of organ,
harpsichord and music history, presented organ
recitals for the Ameri can Guild of Organists
(AGO) in Washington, DC and at Muskegon,
Michigan. She gave workshops for AGO chapters in Davenport and Mason City, Iowa; Washington, DC; and Muskegon, Michigan. Kratzen-

stein was a judge at the University of Michigan
International Organ Competition.
John Lindberg, assistant professor of music
in general studies, was bassoonist on a Des
Moines Symphony concert.
Marleta Matheson, associate professor of
group piano and accompanying, was pianist at
the New Hampshire Music Festival. She performed on National Public Radio's " Live from
Landmark" with trombonist James Miller (B.M.
'89). Matheson was pianist with student soloists
at the NATS Regional Competition in Iowa City,
at the WAMSO Competition in Minneapol is, at
the Fort Dodge Symphony Young Artist Auditions and at the Des Moines Symphony Young
Artist Auditions.
Scott McCoy, assistant professor of voice,
was a tenor soloist at Indianapolis; the University of Wisconsi n-Plattevi lle; Lafayette, Indiana;
the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh; DePauw
University in Greencastle, Indiana; Wabash
College in Crawfordsvi lle, Indiana; Springfield
and Bloomington, Illinois; Carnegie Hall; the
Un ivers ity of Iowa ; Chicago; Minot, North
Dakota; and with the Cedar Rapids Symphony.
He sang a duet recital at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. M cCoy presented a master
class at the University of Iowa and a joint lecture/ recital for the Nationa l Convention of the
Music Teachers Nationa l Association in Little
Rock, Arkansas.
Jean Mc Donald, instructor of voice, was a
vocal soloist at Grinnell College; at Cottey Coll ege in N eva d a, Mi ssouri ; with the Ceda r
Rapids Symphony; at the Des Moines Art Center; and at the Iowa ·composers Forum Spring
Concert in Des M oines. At Cottey College, she
also presented master classes.
Peter Michae lides, professor of theory and
composition, gave a master class, presented a
paper, gave a lecture and had one of his com-

positions performed during a residency at Texas
Christian University in Fort Worth.
Leslie Morgan, assistant professor of voice,
was a soprano soloist with the M inot (North
Dakota) Opera, the Park City (Utah) Chamber
Music Festiva l and th e University of Iowa's
Tosca production. At Iowa City and Cedar
Rapids, she was a soloist with the Cello Forum.
David Rachor, assistant professor of bassoon, was bassoonist with the Northwind Quintet (see Barry) and was principal bassoonist with
the Wartbu rg Community Symphony Orchestra.
With the Des Moines Symphony Orchestra, he
played contrabassoon. He was a clinician at
the American Band College in Ashland, Oregon
and presented a workshop in Memphis, Tennessee. Rachor adjudicated at contests in Cedar
Rapids and Independence, Iowa.
Andrea Reynolds, cello, Montclaire String
Quartet-in-Residence (see article elsewhere in
this issue).
Ronald Ross, professor of theory and direc- ..,
tor of the School of Music, presented a paper at
the National Association of Schools of Music
(NASM) meeting in Seattle, W ashington. He
was involved in fund-raising efforts in M emphis,
Tennessee and Cedar Rapids, Iowa for the projected Performing Arts Center and attended a
seminar on building performing arts facilities in
San Antonio, Texas. At Southern Utah State
College in Cedar City, Ross was an NASM evaluator.
William She phe rd, associate professor of
band, toured with the Panther Marching Band
to Pleasant Va lley, Iowa and to Western Illinois
University in Macomb. He was a guest conductor at band festiva ls in Thornburg and Strawberry Point, Iowa and presented a lecture in
Independence, Iowa.
David Smalley, associate professor of voice,
was also an adjunct instructor at DePaul U ni-

Caryl Becker: in memorium
Caryl Becker passed away on October
2, 1989 at Sartori Hospita l in Cedar Falls
after an extended illness.
Becker joined the music faculty in 1969
as a member of the vocal/choral area. She
was widely respected and admired as a
teacher, attracting students to her studio
from a broad segme nt of the country.
Know n also in t he area as an ac ti ve
mezzo-soprano, she appeared frequently
as a soloist with the Waterloo/Cedar Falls
Symphony Orc h estra and with t he
Metropolitan Chorale and Orchestra.
Becker received her B.M.E. degree from
the Oberlin Conservatory of Music and her
M .M . degree from the New England Conservatory of Music. She also completed
trai ning and course work at Colorado State
Un iversity in the area of music therapy,
becomi ng certified as a registered music
therapist in the process. Appointment to
the Governor's Special Arts for the Handicapped Committee and a Certificate in
O rff-Sch u lwerk we re other noteworthy

accomplishments during her career at UNI.
A program with whi ch she had been
associated in recent years was the Women
Composers Project. Begun in 1983 at her
behest, the program grew under her leadership to the point where the annual concerts
were heard over a National Public Radio
network es timated to re ach between
500,000 and 1,000,000 listeners.
The Cary l Beck er Mem oria l Musi c
Scholarship Fund has been established at
the UNI Foundation. Person s wishin g to
make a contribution to the fund may do so
by sending a gift to the UNI Foundation Caryl Becker Memorial. The School of
Music's Faure Evening: Concert of Chamber and Voca l M usic of last October and
the Women Composers Concert of last
February were both dedicated to her memory. A memoria l se rvi ce was held la st
October 6 at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in
Cedar Falls.
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versity School of Music in Chicago.
Tho mas Tritle, assistant professor of horn,
was principa l horn on the California State Un iversity-Northridge Wind Ensemb le European
Tour. He was guest principa l horn wi th th e
Dubuqu e Symphony Orchestra. Tritle played
horn with the Northern Brass Qu intet {see
Ch id ester} and the Northwind Quintet {see
Barry}. As a guest soloist, he appeared on the
South Dakota State University Chamber Music
Series in Brookings and with the Des Moines
Commun ity Orchestra . The UN I Horn Cho ir,
directed by Tritl e, performed in Des Moines at a
mall and at the IBA Convent ion. Tritle gave a
lecture at St. Thomas, Virgin Islands.
Chri sti ne Vlajk, viola, Montclaire String

Year marked

Quartet- in-Res idence {see article elsewhere in
this issue}.
Ro be rt Washut, associate professor of jazz
studies, conducted the UNI Jazz Band I on a
Eu ropean Tour w ith performances at the Ozone,
Montreux and North Sea Jazz Festivals. The
ensemb le al so performed at hi gh schools in
Eldridge, Davenport, Vinton and Des Moines,
Iowa and Rolling M eadows, Illinois. At the
Notre Dame Collegiate Jazz Festival in South
Bend, Indiana, Jazz I received an Ou tstand ing
Perfo rm ance Award. Washut also coord inated
jazz combos at Notre Dame. He was pianist
with the Cotter, Minnesota High Sc hoo l Jazz
Band and was guest conductor of th e Des
Moines Commun ity Jazz Center Honor Jazz

Band . Two works fo r jazz ensemble by Washut
were published by UNC Jazz Press and an arti cle was printed in the Wisconsin Music Educa tors Journal. He presented a paper at the International Association of Jazz Educators (IAJE}
Conference in New O rl eans, Louisiana. The
paper was subsequently published in the JAJE
Research Bulletin. He was an adjudicator for
jazz events in Oregon, Iowa, Florida, Minnesota
and Colorado .

by retirements

There were three retirements from the
facu lty and staff of the Schoo l of Music
this past year. Wanda Este l, a secretary in
the Music Office for over 21 years, retired
last December. Marleta Matheson, assoc iate professor of group piano and accompanying, retired at the end of the past academic year after 26 years on the facu lty.
Mary Beckman, professor of harp and theory, also retired at the end of last semester.
She was a fac ulty member for 43 years.
In addi tion to secretaria l services,
Wanda Estel also took on the task of handling tickets for the Annual Mus ic Scho larsh ip Benefit Concerts. In announci ng
Este l's retirement, Directo r Ronald Ross
stated, "The last-mentioned task - Benefit
Concert - has grown to proportions none
of us eve n dreamed of eight yea rs ago.
Wanda has been a steady rock d urin g
suc h growth and has assisted us to ac hieve
our present near-capacity situat ion." Ross
co ntinued , " Throu ghout her tenure at
UN I, she has been dedicated to detail and
pe rfectio n, qualities on whic h we have
come to rely. Selfishly, I ca n only hope
that we will find a successor w ho in time
ca n acq uire those same attributes."
After a wine, cheese and fruit reception
fo r Estel 's retirement, she had onl y a few
months respite before she was ca ll ed
" back to duty" for four weeks last April
when long tim e music sec reta ry Gwen
Bloomfield was temporarily sidelined due
to illness.
Matheson and Beckman were honored
at a banquet at the O lde Broom Factory
Resta urant in Ceda r Falls.
After retirement, M atheson plans to
continu e as a free-lance pianist, performin g with so lo ists and in chamber music
groups. In conveying the news of M atheson's retirement to the music faculty, Ross
comme nted, "We shal l mi ss your ge ntl e
colleagueship, your willingness to serve as
an un offic ial socia l coo rdin ator in pa st
years, your hi gh qua I ity work on faculty

Mar/eta Matheson

Mary Beckman

search committees, yo ur shep herdi ng of
Group Piano classes for so many years amo ng ot her notable attr ibutes." As to
M atheson's performance capab iliti es, Ross
comp li mented, "As I think back now over
my 15 years at UNI, many of the most
spark lin g musical performances I have
attended have involved you at the piano.
Those are good memori es. They wi ll not
be easy to replicate in the future."
Even though she is retirin g, M ary Beckman wil l cont inue to teach her harp stu dents at least through the 1990-91 academ ic yea r. Her profess iona l l ife was
devoted to harp performance, harp teachin g and theory in struction . She in spi red
and trained co untl ess yo un g harpi sts,
many of whom are performing
professionally tod ay. Her harp ensemb le
endea red itse lf to a broad audience over
th e yea rs and rece nt l y perform ed for
guests from the Peoples Repu blic of China
at a University d inner.
As a theory and aural training teacher,
Bec km an co mm and ed re spec t for her
know ledge of th e di sc ip line. She demand-

ed that her students rea li ze the importance
of theory trai ning in th e preparation of the
comp lete musician.
In hi s ann o un ceme nt of Beckman 's
retirement, Ross observed, " Perhaps foremost amo ng her attributes is that she is
o ne of the most thoughtful, ca rin g and
sel fl ess persons many of us have ever met.
Her involvement in the hospice movement
speaks volumes about her com mitment to
fe llow members of the human race. The
attention and guid ance she provided to
Ca ryl Becker and her family over several
years, and espec ial ly durin g Ca ry l's last
months, were nothing short of exemp lary."
Ro ss also noted, " Thou sa nd of st ud ents
have been pl aced o n an un errin g path
toward mu sica l exce l lence because she
ca red to set her sights and th eirs just a bit
hi gher."
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Alumni Happenings
We have had another good year of response
from our alumni as to their activities. Some
responses were received just recently, which is
fine. In another part of this newsletter, there is
an alumni response form which can be forwarded to us any time before the middle of next
summer, for the 10th edition of Music at
Northern Iowa. It is enjoyable to receive information from our alumni, and our readers tell us
they love seeing where some of their old chums
are and what "the little devils" are up to.
We will begin w ith a very abridged version
of a compilation of biographies of the 1951 Jazz
at the Commons (JATC) personnel. The document was prepared by School of Music faculty
member Jon Hansen. If anyone wishes to have
the comp lete paper, just let us know.
Warren Hatfield of 320 19th Ave. So.,
Brookings, SD 57006 (B .A .' 52) received his
M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from the University of
Iowa. He was appointed director of bands at
South Dakota State University in 1961 and subsequently was named head of the Department
of Music there in 1967.
Ed Melichar of 6417 Wilrayn , Ed ina, MN
55435 (B.A.'51) received his M.A. degree from
Iowa in 1959 and then moved to Edina where
he taught for 28 yea rs before retiring in 1988.
For 23 of those years, Melichar was high school
band director and department chair.
Reggie Schive of 3113 S. O leander, Sioux
City, IA 51106 (B.A.'52) began teaching in Alta,
Iowa and received the M.M.E. degree from the
University of Colorado. He also has taught at
the University of Nebraska, Omaha; Humboldt,
Iowa; Buena Vista College and currently is the
West High band director in Sioux City.
Bob Shafer of 828 Prairie Meadow Ct. ,
Waterloo, IA 50701 (B.A. '51 , M.A. '65) was a
band director in the Waterloo school system
until his retirement last June. He began at McKinstry Jr. High, was assistant and then director of
bands at West High and later taught at Logan
and Hoover Intermediate Schools.
Dick Geuder of 107 Elm St., Henderson, NV
89015 (B.A. ' 52) taught elementary band in
Henderson and played trumpet in Las Vegas.
He received an M.A. degree from the University
of Nevada and a Ph.D. from the University of
New Mexico. After retiring from teaching in
1988, Dick still plays professionally.
Milt Mikesh of 3124 W. 4th St. , Waterloo,
IA 50701 (B.A. ' 51 , M.A. '55) taught instrumental music and was band director at Arlington
and at Oelwein before teaching in the Waterloo
schools. He was band director at McKinstry,
West and Hoover Intermed iate Schools. Milt
has retired after 36 years of instrumental music
teaching.
Norm Stafford of 2379 Bremen Ct., Port
Char lotte, FL 33980 (B.A. ' 52) received his
M.M. degree from the Eastman School of Music
and hi s Ed.D. from Northern Colorado State
University. Norm taught at Odebo lt, Iowa;
Superior State University; Coe College in Cedar
Rapids; and Southern Con necticut State University in New Haven, retiring in 1985.
Terry Stilley of 2508 Ridgewood Ave. ,
Racine, WI 53403 (B.A. '52) received his M.A.

degree from the University of Iowa. After four
years in Calamus, Iowa, he joined the Racine
schoo l system where he directed junior and
high school bands, orchestras and jazz bands.
Terry retired in June of 1989. [Editor 's note:
Hatfield, Shafer, Geuder and Stilley al l joined
the Air Force SAC Band at Offutt Air Force Base
in Omaha , Nebraska after grad uatio n from
Northern Iowa.]
Paul DeKock of P. 0. Box 997, Lakeside, CA
92040 (B.A. , Speech ' 52) taught 11th grade
American Studies for over 30 years, mostly in
one California school. He rethed from teaching
in 1988 to devote ful l time to Interact, an educational materials company that Paul fo rm ed
with a team-teaching partner in 1968.
Vince McCowen of 340 G lencoe, Apt. D,
Waterloo, IA 50701 (B.A. '52, M.A. ' 68) taught
vocal music at McKinstry Junior High in Water-

tor at the University of San Diego, Californ ia
since June of 1988. [Editor's note: Ell y was featured in Volume 5 of Music at Northern Iowa.
This was new information.]

* ••••

As for other alumni news, Don Howard of
407 1st Ave. , Clarence, IA 52216 (B.A. ' 71)
was taking a class at the School of Music this
past summer and dropped in to see us after 19
years of absence. Don currently is teaching elementary and high school instrumental music at
Springville Community Schools where he has
been for the past four years. He previously
taught at Clarence-Louden for 15 years.
UNI Director of Jazz Studies Robert Washut,
who was a clinician at the University of Wisconsin-Madison Summer Jazz Clin ic, reported
he encountered Dave Anderson of 1946 Park
Court, Douglas, WY 82633 (B.A. '71 ). Dave

Let us know what you're doing.
Fill out and return the Alumni Response
form on page 15.
loo and then moved to West High, a position he
held fo r 31 years. He directed the Westminster
Presbyterian church choir, the John Deere
Melodeers and the Waterloo-Cedar Falls Barbershop chorus.
Roger Maxwell of 3839 E. Tiffin , Des
Moines, IA 50317 (B.A. '54) taught instrumental
music in severa l Iowa communities, was assistant conductor of the U.S. Arm y Band in Honolulu and taught music at the Iowa State Juvenile Home. He currently is the Equa l Opportu nity Comp li ance Officer for the Iowa State
Board of Regents in Des Moines.
Dean Ol son of 4171 Pepperwood Trail,
Minnetonka, MN 55343 (B.A. '52) was a band
director from 1952 until 1975 in Lake Mills and
Ottumwa, Iowa and Edina, Minnesota. H e
received his M.S. degree from Mankato State
University. He played on the road with the Al
Piersen Orchestra and performed for 13 years
with the Minnesota Vikings Band. He current ly
operates his own band.
Richard Klahn of 503 Spruce St., Marquette,
Ml 49855 (B.A. '51) received an M.A. degree
and a Ph.D. in school ad mini stration from the
Un iversity of Iowa. He was an Air Force musician ; instrumental music teacher; a secondary
school principal in Iowa and Wisconsin; superintendent of Schools in Springfield, Illino is and
Marquette, Michigan; and director of education
in Des Moines at various points in his career.
He now is a visiting professor at the University
of Iowa and Bemidji State University, Bemidji,
Minnesota.
James Coffin of 65 70 E. Paseo Alcazaa ,
Anaheim, CA 92807 (B.A. '52, M.A. ' 64) was
featured in Volume 6 of Music at Northern
Iowa.
Elly Leslie of 1 315 Cedar River Dr., Waverly,
IA (B.A. '52) has been assistant campaign direc-

was a voca l jazz clinician at the camp. Washut
stated he was very impressed with the honors
voca l jazz ensemble under Dave's direction and
with the intensity of teaching which was in evi dence. Now choir director in Douglas, Dave
took his high school group to the national fina ls
of Musicfest USA in Oakland, California. There
the ensemble received the Shure Gold Microphone Award.
John Charles Smith of 2 Arrowhead Circle,
Lake Dallas, TX 75065 (B.A. '67 , M.A. ' 73)
noticed one of our newsletters posted in Russell
Hall and stopped in for several back issues. We
took the opportunity to get an address which
had been missing for a number of years. John
imports and wholesales model trains from the
Orient and New Zealand , a corporation he
began in 1982 . He has been married to former
Panther Marching Band member Judy Denham
(B.A., Elementary Education ' 69) for 22 years.
They adopted one and a half year old Christie
two weeks after her birth.
Diane E. DeWall Ballard of 365 ln victa
Place, Gahanna , OH 43230 (B.M . ' 79) is an
associate director of bands at Gahanna Lincoln
High School in Gahanna, a suburb of Columbus. A woodwind specialist for grades six
through 12, Diane was inducted into the American School Band Directors Association in 1988.
She described a very extensive and successful
band program at Gahanna. Her husband Mark
attended UNI one year as a voice major and is
now an administrator at Ohio State University.
Their daughter Lauren was born last January.
" Hello to my instructors and many thanks for
the great experiences you provided me," Diane
concluded.
Evelyn Greenawa ld w rote to give us an
update on Sheri K. Greenawald of 1 Che Mindela Cure, LaCroix, Falgarde 31120, France

~
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(B.A . '68). Sheri is an independent opera singer
in Europe and the United States. She recently
performed as Blanche in Dialog ues of the
Carmelites with the Houston Grand Opera and
as Violetta in La Traviata with the Sante Fe
Opera. Sheri also gave a concert in Seattle.
Upcoming events (as of last September) w ere
singing the Duchess in The Marriage of Figaro
with the Seattle Opera, performing in the M essiah in Detroit, a concert in Baltimore, a recital
in Paris and a concert and opera in Toulousse,
France.
Robert C. Gull of 41 5 1/2 S. Washington St.,
Milford, DE 19963 (B.A. ' 81 ) announced he
w as marri ed in October of 1988. Bob is a minister at the United Pentecostal Church. " M y
church," Bob stated, " the Lighthouse Christian
Center, has a w onderful music program, including a full-time Minister of Music. The choir is
planning to record soon." He is nearly finished
with an M .B.A . from Wilmington College and
still writ es a nd p l ays reg ul ar l y.
" D r.
Michaelides ! I wrote the music for my recent
wedding" w as Bob's closing.
Greta L. Zoutendam Randall of 6778 Windsor St., Windsor, WI (B.M . '83) is the voca l
music director at the Columbus Middle School
as well as the Kappellmeister at the Congregati o na I United Church of Chri st in suburban
M adison, Wi sconsin. Greta earned an M .F.A.
degree from Yale U niversity in 1987 and taught
in Connecticut schools from 1983 until 1987.
" O ne lo vely d aughter, M o ll y (2), w ho lo ves
Gilbert and Sullivan!" exclaimed Greta. [Edito r 's w arning : Keep M o ll y aw ay fro m th e
Pirates of Penzance. They are nothing but trouble![
Kathy Lynn Gass Havenstrite of 121 1/ 2 N .
Vi ne, W es t Uni o n , IA 52 1 75 (B.A . ' 83 )
announced the birth of her son Mason Earl Jo hn
in August of 1989. Her singing now is restricted to a local production of the Messiah, occas io na I w eddings, fun era l s and l ull abi es to
M ason. " It's great! " she says.
An address change was sent to us by Paul
W . Walker of 306 S. 6th St., M arshalltown, IA
50 158 (B.M. ' 80). [Editor 's no te: Thanks ,
Paul !J
Evelyn I. Shook Stebbins of 309 Stonecrest
D r., Rockwall, TX 75 087 (B.A. '5 6) is a program manager of Hunt Company Infa nt Interventio n Program. Ev works with 84 learni ng
disability children, from newbo rn to six yea rs
old . In three yea rs, she increased the number of
children fourfold (from 20 to 84) and tripled the
budget (from $80,000 to $240,000). The program has cerebral palsy, Downs and all sorts of
learning disability children.
And the winner is ... Rory Michael Thompson! of 404 E. Arizona, Ruston, LA 71270 (B.A.
' 70). Yes, A ssoc i ate Professor o f Mu sic at
Loui siana Tech University Rory Thompson won
a 6' 1" grand piano at the 1989 Music Teachers
N ational Associatio n (MTNA) Conventio n in
Wi c hita, Ka nsas. N o o th e r d eta il s w e re
divulged. Rory also w as reappointed to a second term as a province governor for Phi Mu
Alpha Sinfonia fraternity. He w as elected president of the Louisiana Music Teachers Association for the 1989-91 term. " I met Pat Osterby
[Hu ghes ] at Amh erst College in summer of
1989," stated Rory. " Nice lady. Say hi to Jack!"
[Editor's note: We assume you are referring to
yo ur former piano professor John Hol stad.
Really, Rory! Let's have a little respect! Do you

want your students writing back with quips like
"Say hi to Red!" ?]
Blair Joseph and Lynette Christy A'Hearn
are alive and w ell at 1947 N . Orl ea ns #10,
M cHenry, IL 60050 (both B.A. ' 83). Blair currently is an intern pastor at the Shepherd of the
Hills Lutheran Church. From 1983 until 1987,
he taught grades fi ve through 12 vocal music at
LaPorte City, Iow a while doing an internship
toward a M aster of Divinity degree from the
Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque,
Iowa. Lyn has been teaching privately si nce
1983 and taught grades seven through 12 voca l
mu sic at Jesup, Iowa from 1985 until 1986 .
They have three daughters, Elizabeth, age five;
Laura age th ree ; and Leah, age eight months.
"And yes, they fill sing! !" the A'Hearns told us.
!Editor 's note: And now, ladies and gentlemen,
introducing the fa bulo us A' Hearn Sisters? O r
maybe the Three " L's" - Li z, Laura and Leah?
(We' ll keep working on it.JI
Eileen Rae Peterson Miller of P. 0 . Box 4 78,
Latimer, Iowa 50452 (B.M . '87) teaches kindergarten through 12 voca l music at CAL Community Schools. She w as marri ed in August of
1989 and also has 10 private piano students.
"A full-time homemaker and mother of two
wonderful children, Louis, age two, and Sophia,
age one," w as the respo nse we received from
Linda Sue Overgaard Petrakis of 1007 College
Ave., M odesto, CA 95350 (B.M . '87).
Gloria J. Beck of 11 Woodland Rd ., M aplewood, NJ 07040 (B.F.A. '89) w rote to us before
last Chri stmas. !Editor 's no te: Th ere w as a
postscript w hich stated " Hi Bob ! M erry Christmas!" followed by a hand-drawn " happy face"
Christmas tree. Considering the air cond itioning w as off in Russell Hall the day I w rote this,
it did make me feel cooler.I Gloria is a nanny
and pl ayed Yu m-Yum in a community theatre
productio n of The M ikado. She also is studying
vo ice and sings in the cho ir and a septet at a
local church. Gloria stated she plans to "eventually pursue a contemporary Christian singing
ca reer o r go into c rui se ship/ reso rt wo rk ,
whichever comes first. " !Editor 's note: Tempting, but no comment. I
From a fall 1989 Diablo Light Opera Company program, we learned that John H etzler of
4230 Cuneo Dr., Concord, CA 94510 (B.A. '70)
played the role of Georges in the D LOC production of LaCage A ux Foiles. John played the
Shellie Award-winning ro le o f Juan Peron in
DLOC's Evita and garnered another Shellie for
Arthur in a production of Camelot. His portrayal o f Sweeney in Sween ey Todd wo n him
another Shellie. John performs throughout the
San Francisco Bay Area with his w ife, Marcia,
in an act billed as "Two for the Show."
Mary M argaret Hunzinger Scifres of 5840
Camero n Ru n Terrace # 32 4, Al exand ria , VA
22303 (B.M . ' 83) is self employed as a freelance musician in the W ashingto n, DC area.
After graduati on from UNI, M ary j o ined the
Army Band and performed for the President of
the United States from 1984 until 1987. She
received her M.M. degree in flute performance
fro m the Ca tho l ic University of Am erica in
Washington, DC in 1987. As a free lance, Mary
has perfo rmed at th e U .5. Cap ito l, Sena te,
House of Representatives, various lobbying parties and at the Kennedy Center. She marri ed
her husband Tom in 1989. Along ·w ith performing, Mary also is studying computers. [Editor's
query: Are there still advertisements for a hair

salon o n the sides of DC bu ses w hic h state
" N ancy Reaga n h a irdos at Barbara Bu sh
prices" ?]
" After going insane from being a band director, I decided to become a counselor so I could
sort o ut m y p robl em s. " So stated Bruce E.
Walker of 1306 S. Center St., M arshalltown, IA
501 58 (B.M . '77). Bruce now w orks as a guidance co unselor with approximately 650 students in grades kinderga rten throug h five at
three elementa ry schools in Marshalltown. He
stays active in music by playing in the M arshalltown Col lege Community Band, teaching privately and free-lancing with area dance bands.
Michael K. Mlinar of 8402 Yates Ave. N .,
Brookl yn Park, MN 55443 (B.F.A . ' 86) is the
personnel/sales manager o f the choral/instru mental departments at Schmitt M usic Centers.
He was music directo r of a production of Fiddler on the Roof for the Cross Community players in Osseo, Minnesota. He also is developing
a drama program at the church where he and
his wife Laurie attend. There they are involved
with the music program.
Diane Mari Opatz Muni of 137 W. 67th St.,
Apt. 5-E, New York City, NY 10023 (B.M . '78,
M .M . ' 80) sent a co ntribu tio n for th e Ca ry l
Becker M emorial Fund. She sang Cherubino in
The M arriage of Figaro with the Atlanta Opera
where she played the composer in Ariadne auf
Naxos by Richard Strauss a few years ago. She
extended her best wishes to Dr. Ross and "all at
U NI."
Brad J. Hughes of 111 46 Van ce Jac kson
#4801, San Antonio, TX 78230 (B.M. '85) is a
general music teacher for grades kindergarten
through five at Locke H ill and N .W. Crossi ng
Schools. He also owns and operates a Childbloom guitar program for children fi ve to 12
years of age. The program teaches c lassica l
guitar with a Suzuki-inspired curriculum.
Marjorie Ann H enry Juel of 159 7 Tron a
Way, San Jose, CA 95 125 (B.A. ' 49) wrote to tell
us that she and her husband Ted (B.A., Physical
Education ' 49; M .A ., Communicatio ns/ M edia
'53) were retiring. M arjo rie w as a music specialist for the Cambrian School D istrict in San
Jose and Ted w as a math teacher at Will ow
G len Education Park, San Jose Unified School
Di strict. Before moving to San Jose in 1963,
M arjorie taught voca l music at Grundy Center
and H umboldt, Iowa; and Ted was the junio r
high principal in the Humboldt schoo ls. Both
M arjorie and Ted taught in the San Jose schools
for the past 25 years. M arjorie also informed us
that eight members of their immediate fa milies
are No rthern Iowa graduates, begi nning with
her mother, Fannye Hayden Henry, w ho graduated as a music major in 1909.
Gloria G. Trevett Johnson of 21 1/2 E. State
St., M ason City, IA 50401 (B.A. '64) opened a
Su zuki piano studi o l ast October where she
teaches trad itio nal and Suzu ki piano, pri vate
voi ce lessons and gro up electronic keyboard
lessons.
A news release from Winnebago Industries,
Inc. in Forest City informed us that Ronald W.
Post of RFD 1, Box 39-A, Fertile, IA 50434 (B.A.
'71) w as appointed to the position of parts marketing manager last M arch. A 13-yea r veteran
of Winnebago, Ron has held various supervisory and management positions. He and his wife
Caro l have two sons, Ryan and Jason.
Mike Schmitz of 506 5th Ave. 5., Clinton, IA
52 732 (B.M . ' 83) successfully auditioned for a

l
trombone position with the United State
Navy Band in Washington, DC. Mike
attended Northwestern University, where
he earned a B.M. degree in trombone performance and studied with Frank Crisafu lli.
He comp leted the schoo l year as hi gh
school instrumental music teacher in Cl inton and should be settled in Washington by
now. [ Editor 's note: Congratul ations,
Mike, and please send a current address.)
Another trombonist, James T. Miller of
2222 Iowa St., Cedar Falls, IA 506 13 (B.M.
' 89), won third prize in the 1989 Womens
Association of the Minnesota Symphony
Gayle Johns Rose
Orchestra (WAMSO) Competition. For his
Ronald W Post
accomp li shmen t, Ji m was awa rd ed the
$1,000 Rochester WAMSO Award. He also
won the Schubert Club Performance on " live
Another address change <;ame from Richard
from Landmark," the Harmonia Mundi PerforGene Dexter of Box 22677 GMF, Barrigada,
mance and the St. Paul Civic Symphony PerforGU (Guam) 96921 (B.A. '64) where he is a
mance. In addition, he won the fu ll tuition
guidance counselor for the U.S. Department of
Aspen Summer Music School Scholarship from
Education.
the Business and Professiona l Division of
A l arge article on the Northeast Brass
WAMSO and the $1 ,500 University of MinEnsemble, complete with a color photograph,
nesota Graduate Scholarship. [Editor's note:
was sent to us by Mary E. McClure Roberts of
Congratulations to you also, Jim. Praise also is
135 Carol Drive, Clarks Summit, PA 18411
in order for UN I Professor of Trombone Jon
(B.A. '57). A voice major while attending UNI,
Hansen. Both Mike and Jim were his students.I
Mary has been studying the horn for the past
From last spring's tabloid issue of Northern
five years. She now is playing with a local colIowa Today, we learned th.at Gayle Johns Rose
lege wind ensemb le, an orchestra and orgaof 1267 E. Massey, M emphis, TN 38119 (B.A.
nized the aforementioned brass quintet. Mary
' 77) is now a member of the UNI Foundation
also commented , " I have received much
board of directors. We quote from NIT (changencouragement from Tom Tritl e, assistant proing Rose to Gayle): " In 1979, Gayle became
fessor of horn at UNI, along the way." [Editor's
director of development for the Memphis Arts
note: We knew Tom was devious, but this was
Council and conti nued there until she entered
the first we had heard of him luring innocent
the master's program in public administration at
vocalists into the dark world of horn. [
Harvard University. At Harvard, she was selectMichele lee Roberts Stephens of 3800
ed as a Litteaur Fellow - a prestigious appointHobbs Road, Nashville, TN 37215 (B.M. '75)
ment based on academic achievement and
announced that she married Tennessee native
leadership potential. Gayle currently serves as
David last April. Michele breezed on, "looks
a board member of the Memphis Arts Council,
like I' ll be here for a while!! But, I love it. To
the Memphis Symphony Orchestra, the Dixon
get 'off th e road,' I went back with my old
Gallery and Garden, Concerts International, the
employer. W e do video yearbooks for high
Memphis Chi ldren's Museum and St. Mary's
schools and colleges . . hot, jazzy, new conEpiscopal School. She also serves on the Harcept." Michele is an account executive with
vard Schools Committee, which interviews
Great Ameri can Video Yearbooks. I Editor's
applicants for admission to Harvard."
note: Thanks for the compl im ent on the
Amy Palsgrove Pasker of 14095 Middle
newsletter and yes, I checked, the Michael MliRoad, Dubuque, IA 52001 (B.A. '73) was fornar mentioned in the last and this issue was
merly a music teacher with Dubuque Commufrom Cresco and apparently is one of your fornity Schools. She now works part time with a
mer students.[
publishing company, performs and teaches priBen Boelman of 1220 Naples Ave., Placenvate violin lessons. Groups with which Amy
tia, CA 92670 (B.A. '57) is a teacher with the
performs are the Dubuque and Cli nton SymFullerton School District. Ben went on to say,
phony Orchestras, the Dubuque Symphony
"After 32 years, I have retired from ch urc h
String Quartet and many sma ll ensembles.
music directing. Before retiring, I did some
Amy's daughter, Allison Hesse, is now 10 years
'joint' oratorios with a church choir that coi nciold.
dentally was directed by Kay Gjerdingan, a UN I
Joan E. Summers of 7105 SW 1 7th St., Des
music staff person who ended up on a local
Moines, IA 503 15 (B.M. '79) received her M.A.
university staff." His time on Sundays is now
and Ed.S. degrees in educational psychology
occupied by his grandchildren . [Editor's note:
from the University of Nebraska at Lin col n.
We remember Kay well. Please extend our
After five years as a school psychologist in rural
greetings if you see her again.I
Nebraska, Joan returned to Des Moines. She
Connie F. Worl Venti of 9825 Dogwood
started last fall as school psychologist with the
Lan e, Escondido, CA 92026 (B.A. ' 68) is a
Early Childhood Special Education program in
class/private voice instructor at Palomar Col lege
Des Moines Public Schools. Joan still plays the
in San Marcos, Cal iforn ia. She is nearing the
violin and sings, mostly in church.
end of graduate studies at San Diego State UniLisa Louise Pfiffner of 1827 4th Ave., Apt.
versity where she is working toward an M .A.
G, Sterling, IL 61081 (B.M. '87) provided us
degree in vocal pedagogy. Connie has a private
with an address change and reported that she is
voice studio at home and is a voca l soloist and
teaching instrumental and voca l music for
accompanist in North San Diego County. Her
grades six through 12 at the Tampico Communihusband, Arnold, is a building contractor, and
ty School in Tampico, Illinois.
they have three sons.

From the north Detroit suburbs, we
heard from Scott Roen of 2898 N. Adams,
Birmingham, Ml 48009 (B.M. '73) . Scott is
pastor of the Grace Evangelical Free
Church. He keeps up his trombone ski lls
by playing in church and substituting in a
local symphony orchestra. Scott also is the
author of Outreach as a Lifestyle, published
by D.C. Cook.
Lyn C. Wickham Alberty of 703 5.
Grange Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57 104 (B.M .
'86) taught one year in Graettinger, Iowa
and now is the elementary-junior hi gh
band director at West Central Schools near
Sioux Fal ls. Her husband, Cra ig, and she
have a M IDI-band which plays for banquets, parties and clubs in the Sioux Falls
area. Lyn commented, "Jon Hansen wil l be
shocked to hear I play trombone in it." [Editor's note: We' ll check.I During the 1989 season, she was principal euphonium in the Sioux
..Falls Municipal Band .
And guess who is a flight instructor/charter
pi l ot with Mid Plains Aviation in Norfolk,
Nebraska? It is none other than trumpet player
and rock star artist Mike D. Peterson of 1503
Glenmore Dr., A309, Norfolk, NE 68701 (B.A.
'73). Mike informed us of that when he sent an
address change.
Cecile The rese leBlanc Johnson of 113
Sheraton Place, Denton, TX 76201 (M.A. ' 83)
wrote to tell us that she was in her fourth year
as a music teacher at Woodrow Wilson Elementary in Denton. She teaches general music for
grades one through six and conducts a fifth and
sixth grade All-Star Choir and a school recorder
ensemble. Cecile was co-author of the Music
Educators National Conference ' s (MENC's)
World's Greatest Music teacher' s gu ide with
accompanying videotape. She also was the
author of an impending publication in Music
Educators Journal, an arti cle titled "Print to
Practice: Research at Work in the Real World
of Your Classroom. " Cecile's husband Keith
Johnson, former UN I professor of trumpet,
played for the opening of the new Morton H.
M eyerson Center in Dallas, home of the Dallas
Symphony. He also performed for the September 1989 visi t to Da llas of the Archbishop of
Canterbury Robert Runcie. UNI Suzuki Strings
graduates and children Andrea and Stephen,
ages 13 and 11 respectively, now study at the
University of North Texas. In a postscript,
Cecile wrote, "We still miss you guys a lot!"
[Editor's note: Thanks, Cecile. We miss you
too . Say hi to everybody from UN I down
there.I
Elina R. Ozolins of 1105 1st Ave. N. #1 ,
Northwood, IA 50459 (B.M. ' 88) taught music
in Spencer, Iowa during the 1988-89 academic
year. She now teaches fourth through sixth
grade general mu sic and is the elementary and
middle school band director in Northwood.
Elina ' s middle schoo l Marching Vikings
marched at the Iowa Lakes Community College
Homecoming Parade in Estherville w here Brian
Palmer (M.M. '88) teaches.
Last September, Ron Ross received a phone
call from Aristocles Carastathis of 203 - 25
M elon Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7A 6H7,
Canada (B.A. '81, M .M. '83). Aris, a native of
Athens, Greece, is now on the faculty at Lakehead University in Thunder Bay, a community
of some 120,000. Ron and Jane Ross served as
a host family for Aris during his six-year stay at
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UNI. After leaving Northern Iowa, Aris earned
a D.M.A. degree in composition from Louisiana
State University.
Christine M arie Todey of 2920 Scioto St.
#512, Cinc innati, OH 45219 (B.M. '88) w as
ki nd enough to provide an address and phone
for Melody Turnquist (B.M. '85). Christine was
fi nishing an M .M. degree at the Cincinnati Conservatory. She spent the summer of 1989 at the
Aspen M usic Festival and studied clarinet with
Richard Wa ller, principal of the Cincinnati Symphony, and Ted Oien, principal of the Detroit
Sympho ny. Whil e at Aspen, Christine performed in all five orchestras and the wind
ensemble.
Television star Renee Wilson of 53 41 N .
Kenmore Ave. #1 , Chicago, II 60640 (B.M . '87,
M .M. ' 89 ) appea red on th e " NBC Ni ghtly
News" last Labor Day. A segment of the program wa s devoted to a harp workshop being
conduc ted by Ali ce Chal ifo ux in Camden,
Maine. Renee was a participant in the workshop. !Editor's note: Several of us actually saw
it. You were stunning, Renee!!
An d fina lly, Leon W. Krafft of 11 Amity
Place Condos, Amherst, MA 01002 (B.A. '39)
reported that he had retired. Currently, Leon is
the dance band leader of a big band that plays
for ballroom dancing in the University of Massachusetts area in Amherst.

New faces join faculty
A couple of reti rements and one resignation resulted in the hiring of three new
facu lty members fo r the upcoming year.
Frank Clark will become assistant professor of theory and jazz studies. Robin Guy
has been appointed assistant professor of
accompanying. Terry King will be assistant professor of violoncello.
Clark re ce ntly completed all the
requirements for the Ph.D. degree in theory from the University of Arizona. His
other degrees are an M .A. in horn performance from Stanford Un iversity and a
B.M. in music education from the University of the Pac ific. He comes to UNI from
Pacific University i n Oregon where he
taught theory and conducted the jazz
band. Clark succeeds Mary Beckman who
retired last May.
Guy is a 1988 D.M.A. in piano graduate of the University of Arizona. Previously, she earned the M.M. degree in piano
from Baylor University and the B.M.E.
degree from the Baldwin-Wallace College
Conservatory of Music. She has been facu I ty pianist at lnterloc hen since 1984.
Guy succeeds M arleta Matheson who also
retired last May.
King comes to UNI from Grinnell College in Iowa where he was a member of

the music facu lty and the famed Mirecourt
Trio. He holds a B.M . degree from Mount
St. Mary's College in California and now is
completing an M.M. degree in violoncello
at the UNI School of Mu sic. He will
remain active with the Mirecourt Trio
while on the Northern Iowa faculty. King
repla ces ce llist Rowena H am mill who
resigned last year to accept a simi lar position at California State UniversityNorthridge.
Although no longer " new" to the faculty, two of ou r Vocal/Choral Area colleagues had their positions upgraded for
next year. Jean McDonald, a D.M.A. candidate at the University of Iowa, was invited to become assistant professor of voice,
replacing Caryl Becker who passed away
in October of 1989. M cDonald previously taught at Grinnell College in Iowa and
had been an adjunct faculty member at
UNI since 1988.
Gary Arvin, who also had been on the
adjunct music staff since 1988, wi ll be a
full-time vocal coach for the 1990-91 academic year. Arvin holds the M .M. degree
from the University of Illinois and the B.M.
degree from Indiana University.

Alumni Response Form
To keep us and your UNI colleagues informed of your activities, please fi ll out the form below
and return to "Music at Northern Iowa," School of Music, UNI, Cedar Fal ls, IA 50614-0246.
We are particularly interested in alumni from whom we have not heard.

(last name)

(first)

(maiden name)

(middle)

(UNI degree(s)-year(s)

(address)
(city)

(zip code)

(state)
yes no
(UNI alumnus?)

(spouse's name)
(Your position and employer)

Address change

_

Yes

No

News items of interest (please do not send resumes)
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Inside• Music students win new honors ... see page 3
• Jazz program celebrates 40
years ... see page 4
• Benefit IX celebrates Mozart
... see page 8

Address your Classmates
We started listing lost alumni for whom
we had no address in 1985. There were
159. In 1986, there were 166. The market soared to 230 in 1987. With inflation
under control, the number declined to 200
in 1988 . A steady economy allowed a
slight dip to 194 last year. With the cooperation of our music alumni and with the

Cater, M ary Carn ahan ' 20
' 20
M ccreery, Beryl
' 24
Sa upe, Verd a Taylor
Schwarze, Ivy Rice
' 24
Radke, Esther Rohrig ' 25
D auschmidt, Ruby D . ' 27
' 27
Elliotte, Alyce Ca in
' 27
Kafron, Eleanore
' 27
Kauffman, Harry M.
M erritt, Vi o la Cooley ' 27
Miner, Luc ille
' 27
M cAbeer, Ca rita Harri s' 28
Johnsen, Mabel
' 29
Streeter, Gladys
Anderson
' 29
Tully, M arie A .
' 29
Staff, Lillian Soukup
' 30
Tho mas, M argaret
Tydvil
' 30
Ca rey, Dorothy
Dinsmore
'31
Hahn, Elizabeth
'31
M ann, Doreen Cobb ' 3 1
Robinson, M ari an
Bronson
' 31
Ea rl s, Leola
' 32
Matthew s, Harriet
'33

Schlesselman,
Florence Phipps
' 33
Coulter, Esther
M cCreedy
' 34
Grover, Erna
' 34
Hunt, Pauline
' 34
Stieger, Miriam
' 34
Nicho ls, Jane Blowers ' 35
Sabin, Audrey Lee
' 35
M engel, Frances
Kathryn
' 36
Mimbach, M ary
Templeton
' 36
Hilton, M ary
' 37
' 37
M aynard , Myra L.
Bec kman, Norma Sutz ' 39
Weir, Ruth
' 40
H auser, Vivian Cooper '4 1
M cFate, Mildred
' 41
Berntsen, Willi am Bern '42
Ca rden, Carl Denso n ' 42
Cosand, Dale W ayne ' 42
Titsw o rth, Janet
Pric hard
' 42
Clark, Vern a M .
' 43
Reeves, M arga ret Roelfs' 43
' 44
Spi nk, Joan O ' Neil
Noxon, Owen
' 47

UNI Office of Alumni Rel ations " on a
quest" to find current add resses, the bottom fell out of the market - 139 this year!
Good news!
230
200
170
140
' 85
' 86
' 87
'88
'89
'90
Anderson, H . Leonard ' 48
Boone, Laura
Farringto n
' 48
Noxon, Kathryn Kassler' 48
W alker, Kathryn Lomen '49
Bli ss, James William ' 50
Hassenger, Joanne
Bendi xen
' 50
W illms, Arnold John ' 50
Ormondroyd, Ruth
Baum hover
' 52
M arr, Theodore Hervey' 53
Kromer, Norma Nelson ' 55
Ru ssell , Norman
'55
Duane
' 55
Schu ltz, Arthur Ray
Ru ssell, Jo hn G lesne ' 56
Noble, Curtis
Cleveland
' 57
Capper, Donna
M ei nhard
' 58
' 58
Olinger, Betty Jean
Zeller, Anni e Catherine' 58
Fuller, W illiam Charles ' 59
Patnaud, William
' 59
Joseph
Lo ng, Loren James
'60
Lund, Ruth Sander
'6 1

Prochaska, Anthony
Benjamin
'6 1
Steinmetz, Charl es A. ' 6 1
Brown, M arilyn Bund y ' 62
Haendler, Paul Otto ' 62
Carlson, Lois Sawtell ' 63
' 63
Clark, David Dodd
Cline, James Harry
' 63
Donald, Harl ey Dean ' 63
Turner, Jean
' 63
Ca rlin, Eli zabeth W ade'6 4
Franklin, James Leo
'64
Gu ndacker, George Gus' 64
tav
' 64
Kakac, Jerald A.
M einhard, Richard Karl '65
Shirbroun, Linda Hillen' 65
Hovey, Allen Eugene ' 66
Lundgren, Sonja Sears ' 66
Fisher, M ary Lehman ' 67
O lson, Gerald Bl ai ne ' 67
' 67
Perry, Dorothy
Jerz, M argaret
' 68
' 68
M adsen, Jean Lo ng
M osbrucker, Gene
Kenneth
' 68
Palmershei m,
Barbara A .
' 68

Once aga in, we ask that you check the
list below around the time you w ere at
North e rn Iow a. If you know of any
add resses, please write to us or ca ll toll
free 800-535-3171. Thank you for your
help.

Petersen, Jo hn W illiam ' 68
Ellers, Sheryl
'69
Mohs, David Lee
' 69
Nelson, Keith Grant
' 69
Po pkes, Ro land Lee
' 69
Wi ckham, Kathleen
Gri mes
' 69
Chafi n, Cheryl
'70
Charl es, Stephen
Tho mas
'70
Emahiser, Eugene
Randall
'70
Hentzelman, Steven
Lee
' 70
Kj o lhede, Luther C.
'70
Rannells, Ro bert Vance'70
Sanchez, Barbara
'7 1
Ca rter, Linda Jea n
' 72
Hopk ins, Linda Netz '72
Jo hnson, Vicki Duffee ' 72
M echtel, Jacelyn Ann '72
Quinn, Joyce Loui se ' 72
Ewing, Ellen Sue
'73
Henley, Gloria Libersky'73
Hobbs, Janice Arl ene '73
Williams, Bonita Butler'73
Powers, Mark Andrew '74
Riley, Sara
'74

Tvedte, Susa n Marie '74
Elton, Jeffrey Dale
'75
H ansen, Rand all
W ayne
'75
Newland, Joa nne
'75
'76
Larsen, Jo A nn
Peters, Ga ry Alan
'76
'76
Reed, Jan n
Sandersfeld , David
'76
A lan
Vanzetten, Ralph James'76
Williams, Kenneth M yrl '76
Granias, Kristine
'7 7
' 77
Stearns, Jeffry Paul
Thompson,
' 77
Christopher Jo hn
Wiley, Robbin Helm '77
O 'Connor, Teresa Ann '78
Brickman, M arilyn
'79
Hinman, Jo n A lan
' 80
Jensen, Steven
A lexander
' 80
Johns, Jay Douglas
' 80
Lewis, Pamela Susan ' 80
M eyer, Debra Jo
' 80
'80
Ruhkamp, Beth L.
Cognetta, Gabriella
'8 1
'81
Sawyer, Karen

